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Salazar: Gender

In This Issue...
Gender, although perceived by many as a dichotomous construct having mere biological
indicators, has not always been viewed in this way throughout history. The strict gendering of biological sex has led to a great degree of sexual/sexuality based violence in
societies where such norms exist. This issue of CS&P explores historical and contemporary constructs of gender and their various implications in society.
Understanding social progress, as Foucault and other postmodern theorists do, with an
emphasis on its cyclical and non-linear nature, it becomes folly to think that the contemporary social order offers the greatest degree of freedom to it constituents. In line with
this thought, Prince's article "Queer History, This" discusses sexuality and sexual identification as it existed in America before European presence influenced these constructs.
She mentions the berdache, or two-spirit people, who did not fall into the expected gender norms for their tribes. The difference between the treatment that the berdache in this
particular Native American context and contemporary American context was that the
berdache were given special status that was held with positive regard by the tribe. Prince
provides other examples that contest a conceptualization of linearity in the movement for
Queer Liberation.
Norms of gender influence everyone (e.g., transsexuals, heterosexuals, homosexuals,
etc.), although in different ways with different political implications. Lyons' piece on the
construction of gay identity in Chile discusses male dominated or machista culture,
which promotes a hostile attitude towards men with characteristics deemed feminine.
Through a thorough discussion of the church and state , Lyons describes the historical
underpinnings of machista culture. Lyons' also contributes in the form of poetry and art
from a queer perspective. These forceful pieces show resistance to hetero-normative culture. In a similar fashion, Klein looks at the role of masculinity in the military during the
Vietnam War. Like machista culture, men are designated to take certain roles and a deviation from these roles implies shunning or physical violence based on a challenge to
one's "manhood".
To offer a global feminist perspective, Ozonen discusses contemporary human trafficking. Her research is startling, finding that up to 2,000,000 women are trafficked each
year and forced into sex or other service industries. She identifies the trade as a commodification of human life and argues for stricter regulatory measures to prevent this inhumane practice.
Other contributions focus on specific dilemmas confronted as the result of social constructions of gender. Additionally, Guzmán provides us with an international contribution that looks that the urbanization of rural space in Mexico. Guzmán shows that modern capitalism/industrialization in Mexico has vast geo-political implications, which
forces rural livelihood to take a drastically new form.
A critical part of creating a space where ideas can be explored, and where different positions can be expressed is the exercise of acceptance of the basic right of different people
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to hold different views and understanding of issues we consider central to us. As we prepared this edition we as a group were confronted with different reactions and views expressed in the articles that in turn let our own differences surface. To maintain our integrity as an editorial endeavor and as a group of women and men interested in the transformation of society, we decided not to censor in any way the contributions of the different
authors. Rather, we want to confront our readers with competing views of the social in
the different contributions. But we want to share with our readers that we believe that the
editorial positions all result from the key central idea that gives identity to this journal,
and it is the idea that readers and authors alike have a tremendous transformative power
in their ability to imagine a society that is better in a fundamental way than the one we
live in. To the extent that these contributions move us readers and writers alike to transform, these ideas and action become praxis.
We hope the reader finds this edition to provide a thought provoking journey into the social construction that has been labeled gender.
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